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Photography holds the promise of order: it captures time and frames space. It asserts the truth of a 
given moment  and plucks it out of the world. This is the power of photography, carrying with it both 
an unstable fidelity to reality and the implied impossibility of reality’s capture. Artists like Henri 
Cartier-Bresson created an enduring aesthetic between these coordinates. However, seriality and 
repetition sit in contrast to the decisive moment, and are no less important to photography: they 
imply both a countervailing aesthetic philosophy and inhere to the photographic process itself. 
Sequencing and repetition allows for a proliferation of styles and typologies, forming bodies of 
information, allowing for the accumulation of comparative detail, and maybe most importantly, 
permitting us to investigate the very manner in which order is understood and constructed. Photog-
raphy: Series and Repetition encourages the viewer to reflect on these ideas and questions, asks 
them to think about how they intersect with contemporary artistic practice, and to observe the 
myriad details of everyday life.  
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About the Juror:
Elisabeth Biondi has been an independent curator, writer. Before that she was the Visuals Editor of The 
New Yorker for 15 years, where she shaped the look of the publication by establishing a group of staff 
photographers, commissioning both masters and emerging talent. She built the magazine’s reputation 
for its use of photography, for which it received numerous awards, including two National Magazine 
Awards. Her independent curation includes Subjective/Objective and Under the Bridge for the New 
York PhotoFestival and New Yorker Fiction/Real Photography at Steven Kasher Gallery in Chelsea. 
Most recently she was a judge in the eight-episodes Sky Arts ‘Master of Photography’, which aired in 
May/June/July of 2018.

Artists:
Jim Allen, H.Gay Allen, Hannah Altman, Jenny Ashley, Gary Beeber, Melody Boone, Ben Cricchi, 
Deborah Davis, Ken Dreyfack, Erica Frisk, John Gallagher, Janice Gewirtz, Adrienne Gohde, Dina 
Goldstein, Linda Heiss, Tracy Hoffman, Patricia Howard, Yo Imae, Caroline Jennings, Mai La Thai, 
Marco Lando, Sue Lezon, James Long, Scott Peltzer, Becky Plattus, Borzu Ravan, Susan Seubert, Alon 
Talmi, Joan Weiss, Aaron Wilder

A creative tension runs through the history of visual abstraction: the severity of form, striving to discon-
nect from any real world referent pulls in one direction, while our seemingly ineradicable tendency see 
“our world” pulls us in another. Like clouds, which, at the mercy of barometric pressure, wind, and 
temperature, still suggest the familiar, abstraction draws us in and out of the seen world.

Not a uniform movement or idea, abstraction is always situated in the world around it — there have 
been periods when abstract artists aimed to avoid any painterly gesture, and other movements which 
rooted it in the increasingly abstracted visual language of modernity itself. Those battles, while inform-
ing the present moment, are in most ways long over. In fact, in the last two decades, representation 
and figuration, seemingly consigned to a pre-modernity, have returned with force.


